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The form of discipleship that Jesus institutes is unexpected and shocking, because he breaks 
down barriers between social classes, overturns religious conceptions of well-being, and 
abolishes slavish adherence to religious cultural traditions. How does the calling of 
Matthew (Matt. 9:9) demonstrate that?

R E A D          Matt. 9:9-12
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Ø Why might a person become a tax collector? What can we learn from this about 
Matthew’s past? What can we learn from this about Jesus?

Ø What did the Pharisees think of Jesus’ habit of associating with these types of 
people? (ref. Luke 5:29-30, Matt. 9:10-11) What can we learn from this?

Ø What was Jesus’ explanation for this? (ref. Matt. 9:12) What does this mean?

Ø Are there people who may be waiting for an invitation, but we like the Pharisees 
think that they would not at all be interested in spiritual things, so we don't 
invite them to follow Christ or even to come to church? What does Jesus teach 
us about that attitude?

Ø What can we learn from Matt. 9:12? Is there anything we need to do either in 
ministry or just as a person to be more like Jesus in this area? (ref. Luke 15:1-32)

P R A Y


